kkkkkx* 


CONGRESS PASSES STOPGAP TO KEEP GOVERNMENT OPEN UNTIL DEC. 22 NATION 


FRIDAY 
December 8, 2017 


Starliribune 


150 YEARS AR 1887-2017 


FRANKEN RESIGNS 


eD 
29° *%* 15° 
A light dusting; 
no big deal. B6 


ALLEGATIONS MADE HIM AN OUTCAST IN D.C. 


‘It’s all been worth it, he says, defending his record with no apology 


Ex-comedian pursued 
a serious Senate legacy 


By MAYA RAO 
maya.rao@startribune.com 


WASHINGTON - Sen. Al 
Franken’s decision to quit 
the U.S. Senate leaves Min- 
nesota suddenly without its 
most high-profile politician, 
a feisty Democratic brawler 
who leveraged being a house- 
hold name into the pursuit of 
a range of progressive causes. 

Franken’s unlikely journey 
from “Saturday Night Live” 
personality to U.S. senator 
gave him the kind of national 
celebrity that eludes most 
politicians, even those promi- 
nent in Washington. And as he 
sought to show voters he was 
more than just a comedian, 
Franken embraced an ambi- 
tious policy agenda on issues 
large and small — champion- 
ing internet deregulation one 


said fellow Sen. Amy Klobu- 
char, D-Minn., citing Frank- 
en’s work to prevent technol- 
ogy companies from mining 
and profiting off the personal 
information of their custom- 
ers. “I think that work will last.” 

Unfortunately for Franken, 
his political career is now 
likely to be most remembered 
for its messy, abrupt end. His 
announcement Thursday that 
he would resign in the coming 
weeks, following sexual harass- 
ment allegations by more than 
half a dozen women, came in 
a floor speech that displayed 
most of the aspects of Frank- 
en’s public persona — at times 
sentimental, at times acerbic, 
at times the proud progressive. 

“Kids facing bullying. 
Seniors worried about the 
price of prescription drugs. 
Native Americans who have 
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WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 


Wi 


Sen. Amy Klobuchar 


Gov. Mark Dayton 


Dayton’s pick 
Gov. Mark Dayton is expected to appoint Franken’s 
replacement as early as Friday. Sources have said 
Dayton is likely to choose Lt. Gov. Tina Smith but is 
considering other options. 


Shifting roles 
If itis Smith, Senate President Michelle Fischbach, 
R-Paynesville, would become lieutenant governor. 


Special election 2018 
A special election would be ordered for November 
2018 to fill the remaining two years of Franken’s 
term. Klobuchar’s seat will also be up for election. 


EXPANDED COVERAGE INSIDE A4-6 


JACQUELYN MARTIN ° Associated Press 
Al Franken and his wife, Franni Bryson, made their way through a media throng after the Minnesota senator announced he was resigning his post in the wake of sexual harassment allegations. 


Franken resolute to end; 
party debates successor 


By JENNIFER BROOKS and 
MAYA RAO ° Star Tribune staff 


WASHINGTON - Facing a 
barrage of sexual harassment 
complaints and calls to step 
down from friends and foes 
alike, Sen. Al Franken took 
to the floor of the U.S. Sen- 
ate Thursday to announce he 
would resign — a swift and 
historic fall for an unlikely 
Minnesota politician who 
had become one of the Dem- 
ocratic Party’s most recogniz- 
able leaders. 

Franken was quick to 
explain that he was stepping 
down not because he thought 
he had done something wrong, 
but because he had determined 
that Minnesotans deserved a 
senator who wasn’t distracted 
by mounting allegations and a 
looming Senate Ethics Com- 


minutes, as his wife and adult 
children looked down from 
the Senate gallery. 

With Franken’s imminent 
exit, DFL Gov. Mark Dayton 
now faces a high-stakes deci- 
sion about whom to appoint 
as replacement. One option is 
a temporary fill-in who would 
not run in a November 2018 
special election. Top Demo- 
crats, particularly in Washing- 
ton, favor a replacement who 
wants to run, since occupying 
the seat for nearly a year would 
offer a strong head start. 

Even as Franken bowed to 
his political reality, saying he 
could no longer be effective, he 
sought to clear his name. 

“I know there’s been a very 
different picture of me painted 
through the last few weeks, but 
I know who I really am,” Fran- 
ken said. Of the claims against 


day, relentlessly interrogating been overlooked for far too Goodbye hug Franken’s agenda mittee investigation. him by more than half a dozen 
members ofPresidentTrump’s long. Working people who’ve Klobuchar is firsttostep The laws he pushed and “Minnesotans deserve a women, he said: “Some of the 
Cabinet the next, then reaping takenit onthe chin for a gener- forward to say farewell. causes he championed. senator who can focus with allegations aren’t true. Others 
millions for Democraticcandi- ation. Everyone in the middle all her energy on address- Iremember differently.” 
dates as one ofhis party’s most class and everyone aspiring News sinks in More scrutiny ing the challenges they face Even as his political career 
prolific fundraisers. to join it,” Franken said in his Supporters, detractors Other officeholders every day,” Franken said ina crumbled, Franken sought to 

“He was ahead of his time,” See LEGACY on A5> and accusers weigh in. under the microscope. speech that lasted just over 10 See FRANKEN on A4> 
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Christopher Wray, right, 
defends FBI's integrity in the 
face of grilling by House Judi- 
ciary Committee GOPers, who 
level charges of bias. A7 
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Dry throat caused slur- 
ring: Trump’s speech 
sparks concern, but press 
secretary says he’s fine. A7 


for both sides of story. B1 


March Madness is com- 

ing: Local organizers set to 
unveil logo for 2019 NCAA 
basketball tourney. B1 


tle in national TV game. C1 


Vikings set sights on 
Newton: Defense believes 
Carolina QB’s style makes 
him an inviting target. C1 


Entellus Medical. D1 


GE cutting 12,000 jobs: 
It says the cuts will help 
it compete in the tough 
global energy market. D1 


HAVE YOU HEARD? 


Renovation uncovers history: An 1880 St. Paul home remod- 
eling job revealed hand-painted signs from a bygone era. B1 
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